Pre-AP O. Henry Library Recommended for 8th graders:
Be sure to check link for College Board Recommended Challenge Books:
The Princess Bride by William Goldman

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman by Earnest J. Gaines

Ghosts of War by Ryan Smithson

Cat’s Cradle  by Kurt Vonnegut

City of Thieves by David Benioff

The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand

The Color of Water by James McBride

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs by Alexandra Fuller

Room by Emma Donaghue

Fast Food Nation by Schlosser

The Glass Castle and Half-Broke Horses by Jeanette Walls

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Hiroshima by John Hersey

Jubilee by Margaret Walker

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey

One Hundred Years of Solitude by Garcia Marquez

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith

West with the Night by Beryl Markham

A Separate Peace by John Knowles
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

 The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
Ordinary People by Judith Guest

 Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
True Grit by Charles Portis

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer

The Life of Pi by Martel

Water by Bapsi Sidhwa 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X with Arthur Haley

 For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

 Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon

 The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

An American Childhood by Annie Dillard
 The Brave Escape of Edith Wharton by Connie Wooldridge

Into the Beautiful Earth by Luis Alberto Urrea

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak

 The collected novels of Jane Austen

 Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell

Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas (also The Three Musketeers)
 Novels by Agatha Christie

Roots by Alex Haley

1984 by George Orwell

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

Sci-Fi novels by:

 Ray Bradbury, 
Arthur C. Clarke, 
Jules Verne, 
Orson Scott Card,

 Isaac Asimov
 The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullers

This Voice in My Heart by Gilbert Tubahonye
 No Fear Shakespeare graphic novels! 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

The Red Pony, Of Mice and Men , The Pearl  by John Steinbeck

The Prince by Machiavelli

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder

My Land and My People by Dalai Lama of Tibet (biography)

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt

Hobbit and Lord of the Rings, etc. by J.R.R. Tolkien

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
The Bean Trees and Pigs in Heaven by Barbara Kingsolver

The Blind Side by Michael Lewis

The Freedom Writers’ Diary   

Into the Wild and Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult

Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult

The Devil’s Highway by Luis Urrea

Girl Interrupted by Susanna Kaysen

The Betsy Tacy series by Maud Hart Lovelace

Letters to Jackie: Condolences from a Grieving Nation

The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing by M.T. Anderson, volumes I and II

Chains and Forge by Laurie Halse Anderson

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy series by Douglas Adams

Annexed by Sharon Dogar

Eragon series by Christopher Paolini
Gone series by Michael Grant

The Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly

